Epidemiological study on poliovirus isolates from patients with acute flaccid paralysis in Shandong province in China.
In five years from 1988 to 1992, 51 polioviruses were isolated from patients with acute flaccid paralysis in Shandong province in China. Of the 51 poliovirus isolates, 17 were type 1, 18 type 2 and 16 type 3. Twelve type 1 viruses isolated during the period from 1988 to 1990 were shown to be wild strains by serology and the polymerase chain reaction-restriction fragment length polymorphism (PCR-RFLP) methods. These wild strains were classified into three groups by PCR-RFLP. The other type 1 isolates were Sabin-like strains. No wild strain was isolated in 1991 or 1992. All isolates of types 2 and 3 during the five years were Sabin-like strains. These data suggest that wild strains of polioviruses will soon be eradicated in Shandong province.